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Draft Minutes of the Compton Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom online 
meeting platform on Wednesday 18th November 2020 at 7:30pm 

 
 
Those Present:   Cllr J Bray, Cllr A Davies (Chairman), Cllr M Edney, Cllr J Moulton, Cllr S 
Reid, Cllr R Verghese (Vice Chair), Cllr J Wigg, Rachel Foister (Parish Clerk) 
 
Also in Attendance:  District Councillor Bourne Division - Cllr R Briscoe (RB), County Cllr 
Bourne Division – Mike Magill (MM) 
 

The meeting commenced at 7:33pm. 

1. No apologies for absence were received 

2. The Chairman opened the meeting. He summarised recent correspondence including the 
WSALC/SSALC review and Chichester District Council’s robust reply to the recent 
government planning White Paper. He noted that on advice from SDNP Compton Parish did 
not have a Parish plan in place and that several West Sussex parishes with active plans had 
felt that they had been ignored in the light of new planning requirements. 

3. Declarations of interest – none received 

4. The minutes from the last meeting held on the 16th September 2020 were approved 
unanimously by those present and signed as a true record by the Chairman 

5. Local and rural crime – no report had been received from PCSO Reed 

6. Reports from District and County Councillors. Cllr Magill summarised his report, 
circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. The Covid-19 infection rate in Chichester was 
increasing and although low for the SE average, it was high in West Sussex. He reminded 
residents remain cautious and to continue to follow government guidelines. 
Cllr Briscoe had also circulated a report prior to the meeting, which he also summarised. He 
noted that a request for a Covid-19 recovery grant for the Octagon community website 
project had been approved. In response to a question from Cllr Davies, he clarified that the 
Chichester Local Plan expired in July 2020 and its replacement should be ready by July 2021. 
Policies for this plan do not affect Compton Parish as it is covered by the SDNP local plan 
which was prepared last year and which includes details of gypsy and traveller site 
allocations for approximately 5 years. 
In response to a question from Cllr Bray, Cllr Briscoe confirmed that there will be 5 wildlife 
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corridors from the SDNP to Chichester Harbour which are protected from development. He 
noted that the one in Westbourne followed the Ems river, mainly on private land and thus not 
frequented by dogs. 
In response to an enquiry from Cllr Edney, Cllr Briscoe stated that the temporary cycle lanes 
in Chichester will be removed imminently but other cycle schemes will be promoted.  
Both councillors’ reports are published on the Parish Council website 

7. a) Reports from Parish Councillors 
Cllr Edney reported that the local pod system was operational again in response to the new 
lockdown. He noted that most people are out and about and in communication with others. 
Our community is small enough that everyone is known. Details of who to contact to obtain 
help are available on the Parish Council website. Cllr Magill noted that the West Sussex 
community hub is also active. 

Cllr Moulton reported that Jo Giffen is stepping down as Chair of the Compton Recreation 
Ground Committee. She will be taking over the installation of the new bin which had been 
delivered to Mr Giffen. She also noted that technically dog waste could be placed in the new 
bin which will be sited at the entrance to the parking area. 

Cllr Wigg indicated that Cllr Moulton has sourced a 12ft Christmas tree to be installed in the 
square in Compton. He asked for assistance from councillors to erect it. He explained that the 
landlords of The Coach and Horses would be decorating it with assistance from pupils from 
Compton and Up Marden CE School. The clerk noted that any lights should be installed in 
accordance with guidelines from the Parish Council insurers. The cost of the tree (and 
decorations) would be covered by a generous anonymous donation of £300. 

Cllr Bray noted that the winter plan was up to date and available to view on the Parish 
Council website. Cllr Reid will be operating the snow plough when needed and the grit bins 
are full and spare supplies are available. WSCC regular gritting routes remain the same as last 
year. He reminded residents to fill their heating oil tanks early before the Christmas rush. 

Cllr Reid reported on rural crime. Fly-tipping, poaching, crop and property damage continue, 
with little progress on crime reduction. New barriers have been placed across field entrances 
across the parish. A discussion of the use of cameras on farms ensued. 

Cllr Verghese reported that the bus shelter in West Marden had been repaired by councillors. 
Amended plans have been submitted to SDNP for the Vodaphone mast in West Marden. He 
will be contacting SDNP for further information. He had also been looking into Parish 
Council transparency when reviewing planning applications and had devised a scheme to 
ensure all councillors are involved in the review process without preference. Cllr Davies 
noted that during lockdown Cllrs should not visit the interior of properties but draw 
conclusions from plans and conversation with applicants. Cllr Verghese also noted speeding 
issues between West Marden and Compton, remarking on the siting of the 30mph limit after 
the recreation ground entrance. Cllr Magill described a similar situation in Westbourne where 
a similar vulnerable user (children) issue occurred. He clarified that a TRO application was 
required, and Cllrs Briscoe and Magill explained how Cllrs may reopen the request process. 
Discussion ensured regarding mobile speed indicator signs (SIDs), some of which can collect 
data on traffic volume and speeds. Cllrs requested the Clerk contact Stoughton Parish Council 
to arrange a meeting with Cllrs Davies and Verghese to look into a joint project. Cllr Magill 
offered to help with logistics associated with finding suitable locations to site the signs. 
Action RDF 
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Cllr Davies reported on the affordable housing project. He was required to place an advert in 
a local paper noting the proposal to sell part of the Recreation Ground in Compton for 
affordable housing. Adverts were placed in The Chichester Observer on the 15th and 22nd 
October. He read out the text of the advert. No objections to the sale had been received by the 
clerk. He went on to provide a summary of the progress made by the Affordable Housing 
Working Group. 

8. The Vice Chair of the Governors of Compton and Up Marden School was unable to 
present his report at this time 

9. The clerk summarised progress with the Octagon Community website project. It is 
envisaged that the full site will be launched early in the New Year. 

10. The RFO presented her report and the bank reconciliation which had been circulated to 
Cllrs prior to the meeting. Cllrs voted unanimously to retain the services of JNR computers 
for computing support for 2021. The cost for this service is shared 50/50 with The Octagon 
Parish. 
Approval of the 2020 financial risk assessment was carried over to the next meeting. 
 

11. Planning Applications – 
SDNP/20/04709/TCA (The White House) – no comments submitted 
SDNP/20/04404/HOUS (Lower Farm, Up Marden) – to be visited by councillors 
SDNP/20/03964/LIS and SDNP/20/03963/FUL (Coach and Horses, Compton) – to be visited 
by councillors 
SDNP/20/04764/TCA (Longborough, Compton) – to be visited by councillors 
Cllr Edney stated that he had spoken to CDC regarding the enforcement issue at Cowdown 
Farm. The site will be visited but delays have occurred due to Covid restrictions. 

12. Questions from the public - none received 

13. AOB – Cllr Davies sought approval from Cllrs for a £40 donation from Compton Parish 
Council for the Remembrance Day wreath. Cllrs approved unanimously. 

14. The next meeting will be held on the 20th January 2021. Format and platform/venue to be 
confirmed. Cllrs approved dates for Parish Council meeting 2021/22. 

The meeting closed at 21:48 

 

 

 
 
Chairman ………………………………………….. Date ……………………….. 
 
 
Abbreviations used: 
Cllr(s) – Councillor(s) 
SDNP – South Downs National Park 
WSCC - West Sussex County Council 
CDC – Chichester District Council 
RFO – responsible financial officer 
NALC – National Association of Local Councils 
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