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1. Meetings, I’ve had some Face-to-face meetings, most uncomfortable with 
cardboard screens round us, not conducive to good business. So we’ve held a 
Senior Leadership and Cabinet Strategy Day, Cabinet, Special Full Council and 2 
Planning Committee meetings so far. 
I’ve also held a number of meetings at Priory Park with residents who had 
concerns over events planned for the park. 

2. Strategy Day, we are looking at all the services we provide and will have to 
prioritise what we are able to deliver. We are hoping after the efficiency savings 
we can maintain what we currently have but we do have pressures other new 
posts regarding the green agenda have been suggested such as a Property 
Decarbonisation Officer and Zero Carbon Transport Design Officer. The latter for 
me is a WSCC issue and the District Council shouldn’t be interfering with County 
Highways in such a way, so I can’t support that. There are other ‘Green’ 
pressures which if implemented would mean other services would have to be cut, 
so we have some difficult decisions ahead.  

3. Cabinet this week went well some decisions regarding Hyde were made in 
relation to a new agreement to be adopted. I am pleased to say Hyde have 
agreed that any funds they have from the district will remain in the district to 
improve the housing stock we have. I’ve just initiated the probable upgrade for a 
family in Fuel Poverty to Solar and Air Source heat pump. 

4. Planning. I’m aware of a thorny issue regarding a field at the entrance to West 
Marden a Mr Hughes owns the field I understand and our Enforcement team 
have been quite proactive I’m pleased to say in dealing with breaches o0f 
Planning. The Enforcement Manager has been to the site, stop notices have 
been served and they are considering further action. 2 Temp Stop Notices have 
been served one to catch issues that were done when service of the 1st was 
made the 2nd therefore covers that. Statements are being prepared for our Legal 
Team and other Legal actions are under consideration. They are also looking to 
serve an enforcement notice requiring the removal of the access track that has 
been laid. 
It has been suggested the site could become a Traveller site, the PPTS Planning 
Policy for Traveller sites stipulates areas at risk of flooding should not be 
considered and 80% of the site is in a Zone2&3 so considered unsuitable for 
such use, I’ll bring a copy of the Plan to show you at the meeting, I also have 
copies of the 2 stop notices served.  

5. Visit Chichester, (The Great Sussex Way) is promoting local businesses and 
attractions, membership this year is free, so I’d urge businesses in Hospitality, 
especially, to join up and use their services. Tourism employs about 15% of 
workers in the CDC area and is a major part of our Local Economy  

6. Housing, as mentioned a new agreement with Hyde has been approved by 
Cabinet, I hope this will help in the management of properties to make sure the 
right house is being used for the right people in the right location. Importantly 
funds raised in CDC will stay in the CDC area. 

7. Environment progress is being made on the Ems and the Extraction of water 
from Walderton, pressure from all quarters has led to Portsmouth water 
proposing a reduction in abstraction over a period so only the local area will be 
fed by the water abstraction----We aren’t sure what effect it will have as it’s only 
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proposed for a short time and the Aquafer takes time to replenish. This might 
have to be done over a few periods not just a short one now.  
You may have seen in the Press that Southern Water have been prosecuted for 
discharges into the Harbour, please be assured these are being addressed this is 
a historical prosecution from about 7 years ago. Our leadership and Cabinet 
Members for Environment and Planning are both holding Southern Water to 
account and pushing for faster improvements at the Treatment Plants. It remains 
to be seen how much improvements can be made. 

8. Fly tipping I am aware our Environmental Protection team are investigating 2 
tips where identification has been found, one from Bognor and one from Leigh 
Park, the Farmers are doing a great job reporting issues quickly and checking for 
any documentation left behind. I am still working to get the Cameras back in use, 
although I understand they have been used for other wildlife reporting building 
evidence in our Local Plan informing the Wildlife Corridors. Please keep reporting 
and include any identification you may find.  

9. Policing, a new Police and Crime Panel is now in place new members after the 
elections and independents having to stand down. I was on standby for 
interviews for the vacancies but in the end wasn’t needed. I proposed the new 
Chair for the Panel Christian Mitchell for West Sussex County Council. 
https://www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/contact-us-to-discuss-
something-else/ 
Is the web address to report things. 
The lady stealing Batteries and metal from farmyards was given a 12-month 
sentence, numerous offences taken into consideration 
Katy Bourne the Police and Crime Commissioner is well aware of our Divisional 
Commander, speaking very highly of him, and has promised she will not take her 
eye off the rural issues we face. Ch Insp Carter has been very supportive of the 
Rural Crime Team and has deployed his resources in support of them. 
 

10. Novium Museum. The Novium has reopened and is still free to visit, but worth 
making an appointment before going to ensure social distancing can be 
maintained. (You can turn up and if possible, will be accommodated)  

11. Planning. Chichester LP Review  
We continue to gather evidence to see if the Target set by Govt is achievable, 
the LPA (Local Planning Authority) in our case CDC have a duty to plan 
positively and any attempt to thwart the numbers allocated currently 650 (with 
buffer) per annum is viewed in bad light by the Planning Inspectorate so until 
we have sufficient evidence to show those numbers are not sustainable, we 
are at the mercy of the Developers and Planning inspectorate. We do have an 
Interim Planning Statement which we ask developers to adhere to, which 
follows what the proposed Policies in the Plan review are, most do, but some 
just put in speculative applications in the hope they will get permission, 
knowing full well we can’t demonstrate a 5 yr. Housing land supply.  
Westbourne’s NP goes to Referendum at the end of July the NP provides 
protections for Westbourne for the 1st 2 years even if a 5 yr. land supply isn’t 
available, but also would stop further development by Traveller’s unless 
specific criteria is met.  
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Still expecting a Highway report in Mid-July that will give us the best 
information as to what can be mitigated within the district, that is the main 
area where we will gain evidence to either accept the 650 houses per year or 
not. There have been arguments recently around Building and Nitrates in the 
Harbours. That in itself is insufficient to stop or reduce development it isn’t as 
game changer that many would have you believe. It does however show we 
need to protect our Harbours and their Catchment areas Like the Ems area. 
Our Leader and Cabinet member met the housing minister again to argue a 
special Case for Chichester, but as with previous attempts, fell on deaf ears, 
MHCLG need to wake up to the issues we are facing, and Robert Jenrick 
needs to meet our Leadership and understand the significant issues facing us. 
We have also sought legal advice on the ability we have to refuse premature 
applications, we have been told we need the evidence before we can start to 
refuse applications meaning we have to currently show we are delivering 628 
houses per year and are doing so, which we currently can’t. I again reiterate 
this is important we get our NP through referendum in July. 
A planning Application for a 9-bedroom house in the Countryside in 
Woodmancote is coming up at our Planning Committee on 9th June so we 
should have the result by the time of our meeting. Can I thank Richard 
Hitchcock in advance for attending and speaking on your behalf? As 
mentioned previously it was adjourned for a site visit and I will now not take 
part in the debate. 
 

12. Events----Emerging from Lockdown 
a. Stansted Unlocked Sat 10th & 11th July Inc Band of Grenadier Guards 
b. ‘Music of the Musicals’ 30th July in Priory Park Chichester 
c. ‘Queen UK tribute act’, 31st July in Priory Park Chichester 
d. Last Night of the Proms 20th August in Stansted Park 
e. Bootleg Beatles 21st August  in Stansted Park 
f. Lordington Lavender Mid July 

Please support your local businesses where you can we live in a lovely area lets do 
everything we can to support our local economy and attractions. 
Mike and I continue to work well together, we met to discuss common areas we can 
influence and help each other get the best for our area. 
 
Happy to answer any questions. Thanks, Roy 


