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Minutes of the Compton Parish Council Meeting held at Compton Parish Rooms  
on Wednesday 15th January 2020 

 
Those Present:          Cllr J Popplewell in the chair 
   Cllr J Bray, Cllr A Davies,  
 
Also in Attendance:  District Councillor Bourne Division, Cllr R Briscoe (RB), Edward Platt (EP), 
Chair of the Governors to Compton and Up Marden CE School 
Public Attendance:  4 members of the public were present 
The meeting commenced at 7:31pm. 

1. Apologies for absence were received from: 

Cllr M Edney, Cllr J Moulton, Cllr S Reid, Cllr R Verghese, Cllr Mike Magill WSCC Bourne Division 

2. The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting, noting that despite poor attendance the 
meeting was quorate with 3 councillors being present. 

3. Declarations of interest. The Chairman asked Council members to declare any interests now or on 
addressing relevant items. 

4. The Minutes of Compton Parish Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 20th Nov 2019 were approved 
with the following amendment to the final paragraph of item 6 on Page 1, which should read 
“….ownership of the land on which the school is built as well as a school trust. Further funds for the 
construction of the Community Hall were provided by the Diocese of Chichester and school parents as 
well as the LEA. Any change of use would…..” The minutes were then approved unanimously by those 
present and signed as a true record by the Chairman. 

5.  WSCC Small Schools Consultation. Ed Platt, Chair of Governors for Compton and Up Marden CE 
School explained that the final resolution from WSCC had been received yesterday with the 
recommendation that there be no enforced changes to the school. The submission did note that 
Federation Proposals should be progressed, but EP indicated that there were no parties at present 
interested in a Federation agreement with the school. EP noted that all 4 other schools involved in the 
consultation would be experiencing enforced changes or closure. He went on to thank the local 
community for all their support and help and indicated that he would be writing to inform all concerned 
of the outcome. This is now the end of the formal consultation, but the school governors are keen to 
maintain momentum, and with the support of the Diocese, will be working towards improvements at the 
school. In response to questions from the floor, he concurred that the consultation, as expected, had had 
a serious impact on the school, such that numbers of pupils have decreased from 90 in the previous 
academic year to the current level of 66. Councillors and the Chairman expressed their thanks to EP and 
all the school governors for all their hard work. 
In response to further questions, EP confirmed that the preschool is scheduled to start in September, 
with the Diocese of Chichester involved in drawing up the necessary contracts. JP confirmed that the 
school would remain as a permanent agenda item for Parish Council meetings. 

6. Parish Council Budget 2020/21 
Councillors had previously provided their input on the budget proposals from the last meeting. Cllr 
Popplewell was keen to encourage members of the community to continue to help with small 
maintenance projects such as maintaining the bus shelter, village entrance gates and sections of footpath 
- noting that Councillors should actively encourage this type of community involvement in caring for 

    

    



our local area.  
After some discussion it was agreed to ringfence £10,000 for the affordable housing project.  
Councillors voted unanimously to accept the budget and to increase the precept correspondingly to 
£13,700 per annum. 

7. Report from Roy Briscoe, WSCC Bourne Division 
Cllr Briscoe presented his report. In response to a question from Cllr Davies with respect to WSCC 
proposals regarding the climate emergency, Cllr Briscoe stated that an initial plan had been approved 
and that a Climate Change Officer would be appointed and in position by the end of May. WSCC’s 
stated aims were to go above and beyond the national recommendations, particularly in encouraging 
developers to create more passive housing. 
In response to a comment from Cllr Popplewell concerning the proposed increase in parking fees in 
Chichester, Cllr Briscoe noted that the increases were in line with inflation and were concentrated on the 
more central parking areas to reduce pollution and congestion in the city centre by encouraging parking 
further out. This will be reviewed if footfall in the city centre drops. 
The Chairman read a report from PCSO Colin Booker. Cllr Bray noted that it was a good development 
in local policing that we now had a named person to contact and that responses were normally provided 
within 24hrs. 

8. Reports from the Chairman and Parish Councillors. 
Recreation Ground Height Barrier – The Chairman reported that the barrier was now in place with a 
combination lock. Access for nigh vehicles can be obtained from the Recreation Ground Committee. He 
expressed thanks to Jo Giffen, Trevor Couzens and Ian surname? For their work in helping install the 
barrier. 
54 Bus – The Chairman observed that Compton Parish Council was the only Parish Council along the 
54 route that had offered to pay to support the continuation of the 7:34am service out of South Harting. 
In the end Stagecoach have decided to continue to run this route without support from Parish Councils 
as the required £8000 would be recovered by increasing use of the bus service. They will review the 
situation again after a year. Cllr Popplewell noted that it was important to encourage students to use the 
morning route. 
Affordable Housing – Cllr Davies reported on recent negotiations with Fields in Trust.He also noted that 
progress continues slower subsequent to the personal changes at Hastoe Housing Association. 
Other Matter – Cllr Davies expressed his concerns regarding leadership at WSCC particularly with 
respect to Nathan Elvery, noting that better monitoring was needed. He also expressed his concerns 
regarding Mike MacGill’s (WSCC Bourne Division) absence in the coming year. Cllr Davies was 
particularly concerned that Mr MacGill might be unable to attend WSCC meetings or take an active part 
on the Council. He went on to request that we receive consistent reporting from Mr MacGill. The 
Chairman volunteered to present Cllr Davies views to Mr MacGill. Action JP. Cllr Briscoe went on to 
explain Cllr MacGill’s reason for absence and is planning to mitigate against any problems that might 
arise from this. 

9. To Discuss the Parish Council’s Actions Regarding Climate Change. 
Cllr Bray presented schemes where smaller Parish Councils may be able to help including: 
- supporting renewable energy applications, use of LED lighting 
- creation and support of wildlife havens 
- supporting community efforts and initiatives 
- ensuring all new affordable housing was ‘passive’ 
He went on to highlight a scheme started in 2011 at Hundred Acres Farm where funding was provided 
for farmers to maintain field edges as wildlife havens and to sow wild bird seed.  Also a 50kW solar unit 
had been installed at the farm with the aim of becoming carbon neutral. 
Cllr Popplewell noted that the main industry in this area was farming and as such would seek further 
views from our farmers and also from the Recreation Ground Committee. Action JP. He was keen for 
the Parish to do what it could but was reluctant to sign up to policies that we cannot influence. 
Nevertheless, he said the Parish Council would support efforts and would stay informed of 
developments. It was noted from the floor that rural living and its reliance on oil and logs for heating 
was not ideal. 
Potholes – Cllr Bray noted that he would fill the holes on the track by the Green. The Parish Clerk stated 
that she had reported the lifted drain cover on the verge south of Compton village to Love West Sussex. 

10. To consider plans for the Annual Parish Meeting in May.  
Cllr Popplewell encouraged Councillors to come up with ideas.  



11. To discuss planning applications. 
SDNP/19/05580/LIS – Compton House. Cllrs had visited the property and approved the 
application.  
Cowdown Farm – Cllr Davies commented on progress with the enforcement order. 

12. To receive the financial report and audit proposal from the RFO. 
The Parish Clerk gave a summary of the bank reconciliation since the last meeting, noting that 
£10,000 from the total would henceforth be ringfenced for the affordable housing project.  
The audit proposal was £13,700 and would be transmitted to CDC before the deadline on the 
25th January. 

13. Subsequent to a conversation with SSALC, the clerk noted that they would be updating 
their proforma policy documents and that a new Grievance and Disciplinary Policy would be 
ready for the following meeting. 

AOB. Cllr Bray volunteered to plant some Christmas trees on his land to provide a plantation 
for future trees for Compton square at Christmas time 

The Chairman noted that he would formally step down from his role as Chairman at the next 
meeting at which point a vacancy on the Parish Council will be announced. No councillors 
have as yet stepped forward to take on the role of Chairman and cover for the role in the form 
of a yearly rotation of responsibility amongst councillors should be considered. 

14. The next meeting will be held on the 18th March at 7:30pm in Compton Parish room. 
The Chairman thanked all present for attending. 

The meeting closed at 21:08 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ………………………………………….. Date ……………………….. 
 
 
Abbreviations used: 
Cllr(s) – Councillor(s) 
SDNP – South Downs National Park 
WSCC - West Sussex County Council 
CDC – Chichester District Council 
RFO – responsible financial officer 


