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Draft Minutes of the Compton Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom online 
meeting platform on Wednesday 20th January 2021 at 7:30pm 

 
 
Those Present:   Cllr J Bray, Cllr A Davies (Chairman), Cllr M Edney, Cllr J Moulton, Cllr S 
Reid, Cllr R Verghese (Vice Chair), Cllr J Wigg, Rachel Foister (Parish Clerk) 
 
Also in Attendance:  District Councillor Bourne Division - Cllr R Briscoe (RB) and one 
member of the public 
The meeting commenced at 7:34pm. 

1. Apologies were received from County Cllr Bourne Division – Mike Magill (MM) 

2. The Chairman opened the meeting. He commenced by expressing condolences on behalf 
of the Parish Council to the wife and family of the cyclist who died recently of natural causes 
on West Marden Hill. He noted that on the opposite side of the valley at the top of Lockash 
Lane and overlooking West Marden there is a mobile phone mast, installed in 2017, and 
forming part of the project to give emergency services coverage in remote rural areas. It 
operates under the EE network. The police who attended seemed unaware of this. They could 
obtain no mobile signal on their phones and had to rely on the phone of a member of the 
public who was connected to the EE network. That was of concern. Cllr Briscoe will consult 
the police and crime panel at the end of the month. Action RB 

He noted that the tearoom and pub in Compton remained closed due to the pandemic, but that 
the shop remains open and the post office was operating through a window at the pub. He 
thanked the community for their generous Christmas donation to both businesses and to Alice 
Willcox for organising this.  

He commented on his recent attendance at the Stoughton Parish Council meeting and noted 
several points. Stoughton Parish Council agreed to make a £50 donation to the Royal British 
legion for their wreaths. They will also be financially supporting the affordable housing 
project with CIL monies from the previous year. Stoughton PC will also be working with 
Compton PC on traffic speed control projects. 

He noted that he would be attending the online Bourne Forum meeting at the end of January 
and the Cllr Moulton will be attending the All Parishes meeting online in February. 

3. Declarations of interest – none received 

4. The minutes from the last meeting held on the 18th November 2020 were approved 
unanimously by those present and signed as a true record by the Chairman 

    

    



Compton Parish Council 
clerk@comptonwestsussex-pc.net 

Comments arising – No new Chairman of the Recreation Ground committee had been 
elected. There were no further updates on the situation with the phone mast in central West 
Marden. 

5. Local and rural crime – no report had been received from PCSO Reed. Cllr Davies noted 
an attempted burglary in Compton and some missing sheep in Forestside. 

6. Reports from District and County Councillors.  
Cllr Briscoe presented his report. He noted that some monies remain in the CDC covid-19 
recovery grant pot remain for use by businesses and local groups. 
Fly tipping, poaching and driving across crops continues at although rural police teams have 
been receiving much more intelligence from this area which they are finding very helpful. He 
requested that residents should report any poaching while it is occurring to the police on 999 
quoting ‘operation tracker’. 
Cllr Briscoe commented on his recent success in obtaining fibre to house broadband coverage 
to residents of Woodmancote, increasing speeds from 12-16 Gigabits per second (GBps) to 
over 900GBps. £4000 per household in funding is available for OpenReach to install fibre 
through the Gigabit voucher scheme. Line rental to individual households increases by 
around £2.50 regardless of internet provider. He explained that if enough houses in a 
community were able to apply together it becomes possible to complete the installation 
without further costs. He also noted that farmers can reduce installation costs by digging the 
cable trenches themselves over their own land. 
County and District Councillor reports are published on the Parish Council website 

7. Reports from Parish Councillors 
Cllr Verghese remarked that he had received representations from a resident of Stoughton 
parish regarding the development at Green Lanes Farm in Forestside. Cllr Davies gave a 
summary of the discussion at the recent Stoughton PC meeting, noting that Chichester 
District Council enforcement are looking into the situation. The Clerk stated that Stoughton 
Parish Council have submitted their comments to the SDNP planning portal. 

Cllr Wigg reported that he had presented an overview of the community Speed Indicator 
Device (SID) project to Stoughton Parish Council last week. They had agreed to look into a 
joint project with a shared sign and Cllr Costello of Stoughton PC will be working with Cllr 
Wigg and local residents to find suitable sites as well as setting up a volunteer group to deal 
with the practical aspects of running the project. Cllr Wigg noted that funds may be available 
from the Community Highways Scheme at WSCC for purchase of the signs. 

Cllr Bray remarked that he has continued to report potholes in the area. He also noted the 
increased use of local footpaths and increases in parking on verges etc.  

Cllr Moulton expressed thanks to Josh Edney for helping to collect and erect the Christmas 
tree in Compton this year. Also, thanks to the Cooper family for its removal. 

Cllr Edney reported that some flooding had occurred at the West Marden B2146 junction 
after considerable rain three weeks ago. He commented that piping leading from Court House 
to the telephone exchange and from there to the horse field via a large chamber had been 
cleared 5 years ago as part of the Operation Watershed project in the area. He suspected that 
this may have silted up again and contacted Highways. He has not yet received a response. 

Cllr Davies updated those present on progress with Affordable Housing Project, noting a 
productive recent virtual meeting with the solicitors. He also commented on the forthcoming 
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release of the updated Councillors Code of Conduct. He will summarise relevant sections and 
invite Councillors to comment. Action AD 

8. Cllr Wigg, also a Governor of Compton and Up Marden School, provided an overview of 
plans to federate the school with Rogate and Rake primary schools, commenting that 
negotiations were at a critical stage and that he hoped to be able to provide concrete 
information to residents by Monday 25th January. 

9. The clerk provided an overview of current expenditure and went through the budget for 
2021/22 noting no significant changes in costs for the coming financial year. She 
recommended that the precept remain at the current level of £13700. Cllrs agreed 
unanimously. 

10. The clerk presented the bank reconciliation and banking statement which had been made 
available to councillors prior to the meeting. Cllr Moulton noted that £120 of the £300 
donation for Christmas had been spent this year, with the remainder to be carried over to next 
year. 
Approval of the 2020 financial risk assessment was carried over to the next meeting due to a 
query on point 7. 
Councillors agreed to the clerks recommendation of change of internal auditor to Paul 
Reynolds of Fair Account, http://www.townandparishaudit.co.uk/ 

11. Planning applications. No planning applications were noted for discussion.  
Cllr Verghese commented on the signage at Littlegreen School, noting that he had 
approached the school trust’s estates office, but was yet to receive a reply. Cllr Briscoe 
encouraged the Parish Council to inform CDC Planning Enforcement of the issue. 

12. No questions were received from the public 

13. Any other business 
Cllr Davies remarked that the Victoria Pub in West Marden had been put up for sale and was 
now ‘Under Offer’. He remarked that the pub was the only public place in West Marden 
where residents could meet, and that there was considerable strength of feeling in the area 
that it remains a public house. He noted that a petition was currently circulating amongst 
residents to express concerns regarding possible change of use. Some discussion ensued as to 
whether it was now too late for CDC to designate it as a community asset, Cllr Briscoe 
agreed to look into this. Action RB 

14. The next meeting will be held on the 10th March 2021. Format and platform/venue to be 
confirmed. The date was brought forward from the 17th to allow the Parish Council to 
respond to Compton and Up Marden CE School consultation on federation before the closing 
date of the 15th March. 

The meeting closed at 21:21 

 

 

 
 
Chairman ………………………………………….. Date ……………………….. 
 
 
Abbreviations used: 
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Cllr(s) – Councillor(s) 
SDNP – South Downs National Park 
WSCC - West Sussex County Council 
CDC – Chichester District Council 
RFO – responsible financial officer 
NALC – National Association of Local Councils 
PC – Parish Council 
 
 
 
 


