
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 
2015 AT 7.30 PM in COMPTON AND UP MARDEN SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY HALL.  
 
Those Present:  Cllr J Popplewell in the chair 

Cllrs M Edney, P Dennis, J Bray, R Verghese 
 
Public Attendance:   11 members of the public were present   

 
In Attendance:  Rachel Foister, Clerk to the Council  
    Cllr Sandra James, West Sussex County Councillor, Bourne 

    
 
Cpc 001  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Cllr J Moulton, Cllr A Davies,  
PCSO C Booker, Cllr Julie Tassell 

 
Cpc 002 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
 
No declarations of interest were received 
 
 
Cpc 003 RECEIVE AND SIGN MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of the 15th July 2015 were received and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
 
Cpc 004 OPEN THE MEETING TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
* Comments from the public were received at the end of the meeting 
 
 
Cpc 005 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND PARISH COUNCILORS 
 
Cllr James reported that significant cuts in equipment and manpower were expected at Emsworth 
Fire Station that services our area. Considered alongside reductions in services at the Havant 
station, Cllr James expressed her opinion that this would result in reduced efficacy as first 
responders. She encouraged local residents to write to WSCC to express their concerns. She also 
highlighted possible changes in availability of PCSOs in the area and expressed her desire for 
greater financial transparency in all sectors at local government level. She congratulated the 
council on their efforts with operation watershed and offered to help with any follow up that might 
be required. 
 

 Rachel Foister     Email: comptonpc@gmail.com 
14, Compton 
Chichester PO18 9HD 
 



 

 

Cllr Dennis reported on cabling issues in Up Marden for the installation of new broadband. Cllr 
Popplewell noted some concern with new cabling being laid in a pinchpoint area designated for 
work as part of project Emsflow elsewhere in the parish. 
Cllr Dennis expected the new notice board for Up Marden to be ordered shortly. 
 
Cllr Bray reported a number of potholes and roadside erosion on the road to Hundred Acres Farm 
 
Cllr Edney pointed out that residents are responsible for trimming overhanging branches and 
overgrown hedges on the roadsides up to a height of 3 meters. There had been complaints that 
larger vehicles were experiencing difficulties as a result of this type of overgrowth. Cllr Dennis 
commented that overgrowth was also obscuring road signs in many areas, which could be 
hazardous to road users. It was suggested that the council consider using a volunteer group to 
deal with such hazards. Cllr Popplewell pointed out the legislation required for volunteer groups, 
but highlighted that the County Council was keen to promote the establishment of such groups at 
local level and would assist in training a leader in first aid, risk assessments and help with 
insurance. He will report at the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Edney had received complaints from residents in West Marden about drinkers creating a 
disturbance during the night after the recent Beer Festival at the Victoria Pub. 
 
Cllr Verghese said that superfast broadband was now available through three leading suppliers 
and that some good offers could be found online. 
 
 
Cpc 006 REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
The Chairman extended thanks from the Parish Council to all members of the volunteer group who 
had worked so hard on stage 2 of the West Marden path clearance. He highlighted how Darren 
Rolf from the volunteers services of WSCC had said the group were a pleasure to work with. The 
Parish Council had received an offer to assist in clearing with a mechanical scraper for £20. The 
council voted unanimously in favour. 
 
South Downs National Park’s (SDNP’s) local plan will be submitted in 2016, with approval 
expected 2017. This plan will then be functional until 2032. The plan is now open for public 
consultation from the 2nd September to the 28th October 2015 and Cllr Popplewell recommended 
the public to view and comment on such a long-term commitment. Copies are available online at 
the SDNP website or can be purchased for £26. He pointed out that dark skies and tranquillity 
were features, which should be considered when making new planning applications. 
 
The Recreation Ground Committee had rejected the application to launch a hot air balloon from the 
recreation ground on grounds of disturbances to livestock. 
 
One of the oak pillars protecting the well in Compton has been damaged and will need to be 
replaced. Mr Wood will be applying for a quote. 
 
Information from the Parish Council Insurers has highlighted that the Christmas tree lights will need 
to be connected to the mains supply by a qualified electrician with their own public liability 
insurance. 
 
Cllr Popplewell recommended the Parish Council purchase a copy of the The Councillors Guide  
for new councillors and a copy of Local Council Administration for the clerk. The Council voted 
unanimously in favour. 
 
 
Cpc 007 POLICE REPORT AND SPEEDWATCH 
 
A report from PCSO Colin Booker was presented in his absence. 



 

 

- 3rd August money was stolen from inside a vehicle in West Marden. 
- Throughout August there were a number of calls regarding a dispute between two 

males that included threats of violence and an assault. One male is no longer in the 
area so the dispute has stopped at present. 

- There were also reports of flytipping in the area and he had some calls about 
suspicious vehicles, some of which were believed to be poaching on land in the area. 
Vehicle details were obtained and visits were made to the owners and they were 
spoken too with regards to being in the area. 

 
Cllr Popplewell reported that the speedwatch team has not been active recently due to ill health. 
He highlighted that the differences in function, feedback and efficacy of the two detection systems, 
SID or the new Genesis, may create a loss of interest from speedwatch groups 
 
 
Cpc 008 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
Planning Ref No SDNP/15/04115 – An application for a mobile phone mast allowing access to all 
the main providers’ networks had been made to SDNP and plans were available for the public to 
view. On the grounds that: 

- the mast was on a site better concealed and further from other inhabitants than 
previous applications 

- Access to emergency services for individuals in the area, including walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders would be greatly improved 

- Improvements would help local small businesses 
the council voted unanimously to support the project 
 
 
Cpc 009 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
Cllr Verghese reported on the 28th July meeting of the Affordable Housing Working Group. They 
are awaiting guidance on government changes in legislation that would allow existing tenants of 
housing association properties to have the right to buy, which would be contrary to the aims of the 
Affordable Housing Project. 
The Forestside Vicarage site has now been dismissed. Draft site plans for Compton Recreation 
Ground prepared by Hastoe will be presented to the Parish Council at a future meeting. It was 
noted that this was the site recommended by Chichester District council. The group will also be 
discussing alternative sites with Stansted Park.  
Cllr Popplewell pointed out that in the SDNP local plan, the parish is committed to building 6 
homes and there was some discussion as to whether this meant ‘units’ or ‘houses’.  
In response to a question from the floor, Cllr Popplewell, clarified that the recreation ground 
consists of two adjacent areas, one of which is currently farmed. The area used for recreational 
activities (approx. 50% of land area) is registered with Fields in Trust. If some of this area were to 
be used for building, Fields in Trust require that an equivalent amount of ground must replace this, 
which could be taken from the ploughed area. 
 
 
Cpc 010 PROJECT EMSFLOW 
 
Cllr Edney highlighted how recent rainfall has shown the continued need for this project. Since 
funding has been received, JBA consulting have been working on the flood survey part of the 
project, which should be ready in the New Year. Work on the 6 pinchpoints will commence on the 
12th October. The WSCC Flood and Coastal Risk Management Group have been working with the 
Environment Agency on a parallel project and the Emsflow project coordinators will be meeting 
with both groups on the 15th October.  
 
  



 

 

 
Cpc 011 RECREATION GROUND CAR PARKING 
 
Cllr Popplewell reported that a survey had been completed and plans prepared. The next stage 
would be discussions with local landowners and applying for grants. It is hoped that the project 
would be completed in the Spring. It was noted that quotes received had been very high.  
Cllrs Verghese and Edney pointed out that the possibility of affordable housing being built on the 
site should be taken into consideration and that the work should be delayed until at least timelines 
could be suggested with a view to the possibility of using the new homes bonus from any building 
to fund car parking and facilities on the recreation ground. In the meantime a less 
permanent/cheaper alternative could be proposed to alleviate immediate problems. Local farmers 
could consider what surfacing work they could carry out. 
 
 
Cpc 012 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 
The Clerk presented the cashbook reconciliation. The bank balance on the 1st September 2015 
stood at £30136.55. We have now received a cheque for the precept of £6000 for the second half 
as well as £879.22 in VAT refund for 2014/15. A total of £4122.00 has been paid out to JBA 
Consulting so far for Project Emsflow work. 
 
 
* COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
It was noted from the floor that residents were experiencing increasing difficulties in obtaining 
appointments from the Westbourne surgery. It was observed that the Westbourne practice will no 
longer do home visits to this area and new residents should consider Rowlands Castle Surgery. 
 
 
Cpc 013 NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held at Compton and UpMarden CE School and Community Hall on 
the18th November 2015 at 7:30pm 
 
 
The meeting closed at 20:53pm 
 
 

……………….. 
Chairman 

 


