
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting Held on Wednesday 18th November 2015 AT 7.30pm in 
Compton and Up Marden School and Community Hall  
 
Those Present:  Cllr J Popplewell in the chair 

Cllrs J Bray, A Davies, M Edney, J Moulton, R Verghese 
 
Public Attendance:   9 members of the public were present   

 
In Attendance:  Rachel Foister, Clerk to the Council  
    Cllr Sandra James, West Sussex County Councillor, Bourne 

    
 
1. Apologies for Absence  
 Cllr P Dennis 
 Cllr J Tassell 
 PCSO Colin Booker 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 Cllr Edney declared an interest in Agenda item 12. 
 
3. The minutes of the last meeting were received and signed by the Chairman 
 
4. Reports from District and County Councillors 
 Sandra James presented her report where she highlighted her concerns with capital 
spending at WSCC. Although she voted in favour of extra borrowing by WSCC she had concerns 
with debt management as future interest payments will be considerable. She would also like to see 
PCSO provision protected in this area as there have been significant increases in crime in the 
Westbourne area. She encouraged the public to speak out about any reductions. Cllr James went 
on to remind those present of the Community Initiative Fund obtainable through WSCC, where 
non-parish council applicants may request up to £2500 for specific projects. She also announced 
that the first 50 Syrian refugees would be arriving in the Chichester area shortly.  
 Cllr Popplewell presented a report received by Cllr Tassell of CDC. She alerted individuals 
to the presence of a computer virus which masks itself as an “Ocado delivery receipt”. Cllr Moulton 
advised that a simple google search of the email heading or sections of text from the body of an 
email that appears suspicious will often bring up blogs and message boards if a virus or malware 
has been found to be present. In all events it is advised never to open attachments from suspicious 
emails. Cllr Tassell’s report also mentioned the 2015 government Housing and Planning Bill. This 
bill as well as aiming to increase home ownership through ‘right to buy’, also gives central 
government greater powers if they are dissatisfied with the work of District Councils. In this way the 
Secretary of State could have input into the preparation of neighbourhood plans and a timetable 
could be introduced by central government for housing development. 
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5. Police Report and Speedwatch Group 
 Cllr Popplewell presented a report by PCSO Colin Booker. Since the last meeting there had 
been various reports of suspicious males in vehicles driving around farms. Also, the previous week 
a number of York stone paving slabs had been lifted and stacked up ready to be removed in East 
Marden. 
 Cllr Popplewell then presented a report by John Harmer of the Community Speedwatch 
Group. Three checks had taken place in October. During a one-hour session stationed at the 
recreation ground, 73 vehicles heading north were counted. Most showed significant reductions in 
speed as they approached the village, but four were recorded as continuing at over 40 mph, with a 
maximum of 46mph. 
 
6. Reports from Councillors and the Chairman 
 Cllr Bray reported that the potholes on the roads near One Hundred Acre Farm had been 
repaired subsequent to his reporting them using the WSCC online tool. Also, Trevor Cousins had 
generously repaired the bollard at the well in the village square at no charge to The Council. In 
respect of the Christmas light, Cllr Bray has obtained the services of a suitably qualified electrician 
who will contact those responsible for the installation. Action JB  
Mrs Garrett, from the floor, requested that the council approve a sum to cover costs of a new cable 
and other items recommended by the electrician. The council voted in favour of a maximum of 
£100. 
 Cllr Moulton reported that the school was on a sound footing with 91 children enrolled. 
There will be a Christmas Fair at the school on the 28th November. Changes at the Film Club have 
taken place to allow for greater transparency and proper financial accounting. In order to fit with 
new licensing rules an annual membership fee of £10 will be offered in 2016. 
 Cllr Davies requested the Parish Council make a donation to the Royal British Legion for a 
wreath of £25 as has been done on previous years. The council voted in favour. 
 Cllr Verghese highlighted that many road signs were still obscured by foliage and action 
was needed to remedy this. 
  

Cllr Popplewell reported that a reply had been received from Westbourne surgery to the 
Parish Council’s letter expressing resident’s concern (ref: last meeting). The Practise Manager 
stated that the service to residents would continue as before, but GPs attend Westbourne on a 
weekly rotation, so resident may experience some delay. For new registrations residents are 
advised to go to Rowlands Castle surgery in whose catchment area we now lie. 
 The Recreation Ground committee will be meeting on the 1st December. Cllr Edney of West 
Marden Farm and Mr Reid of Locksash Farm have been requested to bid on a resurfacing project 
for the car park. Cllr Popplewell pointed out that work could only commence in the Spring and only 
if suitable funding had been obtained. 
A meeting had recently been held in Forestside of the Markwell Wood Watch in order to reassure 
residents of the future at the well-head, now that ownership has been transferred to a new 
company, UKOG. Also to discuss changes since the ruling on fracking in National Parks had been 
recently modified. At the meeting it was decided to draw up a list of questions based on facts to be 
sent to the president of UKOG before his planned visit in the New Year. 
 At a recent meeting of the Chichester District Association of Local Councils attended by Cllr 
Popplewell, there was much discussion of the localism bill where more powers will be divested to 
local and parish councils. There has been little information given of the cost implications of this, but 
we are already seeing minor changes such as the new charges for salt and grit. Cllr Popplewell 
suggested an increase in precept in 2016 to cover localism and a suggestion was put forward of 
£1000. Cllr James added that it was indeed correct that we would be expected to do more at a 
local level. 
 Cllr Popplewell attended a meeting last week with representatives from across the 
community as well as The Octagon Parish to discuss ideas for an Octagon Parish project to benefit 
the community.  

He went on to highlight that in order to maintain village life as we know it, it was important 
to stress the community aspect of getting things done.  

 
  



 

 

7. Report on Changes in Fire Services in the Area 
 Cllr Davies recounted that as one of the border parishes at WSCC we rely heavily on 
Hampshire Fire Services and there is a concern due to planned cutbacks, following on from 
cutbacks at WSCC, resulting in services using smaller two-person vehicles and reduced availability 
of firefighters. He was concerned that the new arrangements would enable services to meet arrival 
time targets, but would leave them unable to cope adequately with fires. Unlike in urban areas 
where houses are readily identified, in rural areas properties are often hard to access and local 
knowledge is very important especially at night. It is important that our rural situation is recognised 
and that the fire services are able to offer a service equivalent to that offered to others living in 
urban areas. 
There will be a meeting of the Bourne Forum on the 10th December and the Chief Fire Officer for 
West Sussex in attendance. Councillors will be attending. 
Residents are encouraged to make representations regarding fire services in the area on the 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service website. 
http://www.hantsfire.gov.uk/about-us/a-safer-hampshire/ 
 
8. Planning applications 
 With respect to planning applications SDNP/15/04706/HOUS	  and	  SDNP/15/05382/TCA,	  the	  
council	  had	  recorded	  no	  objections.	  Retrospective	  planning	  application	  SDNP/14/06027/FUL 
was	  refused	  and	  has	  been	  served	  with	  an	  enforcement	  order	  for	  removal.	  Planning	  for	  
SDNP/15/04115/FUL,	  mobile	  phone	  mast,	  had	  been	  turned	  down	  by	  SDNP	  on	  the	  following	  
grounds	  “The proposed mast and associated development would have an adverse visual 
impact within views from the adjacent public bridleway, which will be detrimental to the 
landscape character and special qualities of the National Park.  The information provided 
does not provide sufficient justification to outweigh the great weight which should be given 
to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks.  The proposals are therefore 
contrary to policies RE1 and BE11 of the Chichester District Local Plan 1999, the NPPF, 
the First Purpose of the National Park and the South Downs National Park Partnership 
Management Plan 2013.” 
 
9. Affordable Housing Update 
 Cllr Verghese reported on a recent meeting of the group, where discussions were held on 
the future of the government’s ‘right to buy’ scheme. There was a suggestion that Housing 
Associations could opt out if they wished and Hastoe Housing Group was supportive of this. Cllr 
Davies indicated that the council would not support the ‘right to buy’ scheme when extended into 
rural exception sites. Hastoe will now take the affordable housing project forward by preparing 
architects sketches for 6 units on a possible site at the Recreation Ground. In response to a 
question from the floor Cllr Verghese clarified that this would be on the area now occupied by the 
playground. Cllr Verghese suggested that improvements to the car park should be carried out in 
conjunction with any development, as new residents’ cars would also use the parking. Cllrs were 
unhappy with the idea of further delays to repairs at the recreation ground car park as the situation 
was now quite urgent, but would have to bear in mind that the possibility of future changes may 
affect funding for repairs. There followed some discussion of Community Land Trusts. 
 
10. Preparations for Winter 
 Cllr Bray spoke on preparations for winter. His advice to residents included checking 
heating oil levels and taking care of vulnerable neighbours. Residents are advised to report 
flooding and potholes to WSCC using the online tool. Salt bags are stored at local farms for 
spreading when necessary and the snowplough is kept at Locksash Farm. Residents are free to 
spread salt and grit on footpaths outside their homes and would not be liable for accidents caused 
by slippery conditions. A summary of Cllr Bray’s comments will be displayed on the notice boards 
and on the website. A comment was received from the floor regarding the flooding at Clewes 
corner and the significant hazard it can become when temperatures reach freezing. WSCC will be 
advised of this Action JB 
 
  



 

 

11. Project Emsflow 
The project consisted of two phases both of which have largely been completed.  
a) Ground works completed by Landbuild Ltd 

- Clearing the ditch at Turner’s Cottage although alternative drain routes after this point are 
still in discussion with WSCC. Soft drainage routes have also been created on the green 
leading to this ditch. Two chambers under the green that had been filled with silt have also 
been cleared. 
- Old House Lane. A trench has been dug into Mr Wates tree plantation, but recent fibre 
optic cable installation from BT had limited the depth of the trench. 
- Locksash Lane. A trench had been dug leading into Mr Baker’s grassland. 
- Landbuild then moved on to complete works further south under the auspices of 
Stoughton Parish Council, including clearing the ditch beside Racton Hill. 

b) A consultation document produced by JBA Associates investigating the flow of the river Ems. 
This report has now been received and a summary is imminent as well as an explanatory visit from 
JBA Associates. 
Alongside this the Environment Agency are involved in projects in the area and the recent meeting 
between the two groups was very well attended. Amongst the many projects it was noted that 4 
were already covered by Project Emsflow. The EA were also considering installing a bund on a 
section of the B2146, which may have knock on effects. 
 
12. Statement of Accounts, bank reconciliation and to authorise payments. 
 The clerk presented the cash book reconciliation. The bank balance on the 1st November 
2015 stood at £31914.08. £18398.00 has been earmarked for Project Emsflow. All expenditure 
over £100 is now reported on the website. Payments to JBA Associates, £1773.60 and West 
Marden Farms £300.00 were approved by the Council.  
 
13. The Parish Council policy on filming and recording meetings was approved by the Council 
and is now available to view on the parish website. 
 
14. Comments from the Floor 
 Cllrs Popplewell and Edney as well as the Parish Council were thanked for all their work on 
Project Emsflow. 
 
15. Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will be held on the 20th January 2016. There was some discussion as to a 
change of venue due to a new Wednesday evening class starting in the School and Community 
Hall. A representative from the Village Hall committee said that they would welcome the return of 
the Parish Council adding that they would be installing overhead projection facilities shortly. The 
venue for the next meeting will be published in the New Year. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 21:05pm 
 
 

……………….. 
Chairman 

 


